Percutaneous coronary intervention in a patient with von Willebrand's disease presenting with an acute coronary syndrome.
The optimal management strategy for patients with von Willebrand's disease presenting with acute coronary syndromes is unclear. We present a clinical case of percutaneous coronary intervention following an acute coronary syndrome in a man with von Willebrand's disease. Other published case reports are reviewed. The central role of von Willebrand factor in the pathophysiology of acute coronary syndrome and the possible cardioprotective effects of low levels of the protein are discussed. Practical considerations regarding hemostasis and antiplatelet therapy are addressed. Finally, recommendations for the management of patients with von Willebrand's disease presenting with acute coronary syndromes are suggested.